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the shape of Western culture ! Let us not abuse him for having
unintentionally worked our ruin. As a result of English being
the medium of instruction, we have' lost all originality. We have
become birds without wings. The most we aspire to is a clerk-
ship or editorship. One of us may under the system be a Lord
Sinha, but every one at best is designed to be part of the huge
foreign machine. At Muzaffarpur a boy came and asked me if
by going to a national school he could one day be a Latsaheb.
I said,' No, you can be a village lat, but not a Lord Sinha. Only
Lord Birkenhead can make you that."
He referred to the craze for more and more palatial build-
ings raised out of the money of the poor, and raised for the pur-
pose of giving an education which was denied to the poor. " I
had an occasion to visit the Economic Institute at Allahabad.
As Prof. Jevons showed me over it and I was told that it had
cost Rs. 30 lakhs (if my memory serves me right), I shuddered.
You could not raise these palaces but by starving millions. Look
at New Delhi which tells the same tale. Look at the grand im-
provements in first and second class carriages on railways. The
whole trend is to think of the privileged few and to neglect the
poor. If this is not satanic, what is it ? If I must tell the truth, I
can say nothing less. I have no quarrel with those who con-
ceived the system. They could not do otherwise. How is an ele-
phant to think for an ant ? As Sir Leppel Griffen once put it in
his speech as member of the South African Deputation, only the
toad under the harrow knows where it pinches. The arrange-
ment of our affairs is in their hands and with the best will in the
world, the best of them could not order our affairs as well as we
could. For theirs is a diametrically opposite conception to ours.
They think in the terms of the privileged few. We must think
in the terms of the teeming millions."
And that naturally led him on to the charkha which he
said should be the very pivot and centre of all our arrangements.
" Let the snatakas take their degrees, learn anything they
like, but let it centre round the charkha, let their economics
and their science subserve the purpose of the charkha. Do not
relegate the charkha to an odd corner. The charkha is the sun
of the solar system of our activities. Without it Vidyapiths are
Vidyapiths in name. Lord Irvin told God's truth when he said
that for any advancement through the Councils we should look